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Due to the closure of hotels and restaurants, Hawaiʻi’s farmers and ranchers are suffering a 50% decline in
sales on average. Estimated sales losses for local food producers alone average $2MM per week. Other
agricultural sectors have been heavily impacted as well - in the nursery/floriculture sector, for instance,
sales have likely decreased by more than 80%, meaning average weekly losses of $1.5MM.

Source: 2017 Census of Agriculture and Agricultural Response & Recovery Working Group

Simultaneously, as unemployment has exceeded 35%, food insecurity and community feeding needs have
skyrocketed as island families contend with the loss of employment. A robust agricultural sector is essential
to enduring through and recovering from the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic. Strengthening our food
and agricultural system now is also critical to ensuring our readiness and resilience to future disasters.
As a broad coalition of agricultural stakeholders, we have articulated a plan to:
● direct resources to keep farmers and ranchers economically viable,
● mobilize local food production to address immediate community feeding needs,
● contribute significantly to Hawaiʻi’s economic recovery,
● build lasting capacity to grow a more resilient and equitable food system for Hawaiʻi.
Our plan for agriculture tracks the three phases of the State of Hawaiʻiʻs Recovery Navigator:
1. Stabilization: Address the immediate economic needs of Hawaiʻi’s producers and ensure
community food security.
2. Reopening & Recovery: Promote new markets and invest in critical infrastructure so producers
can efficiently pivot to new wholesale and retail opportunities while restoring Hawaiʻi’s food system.
3. Resilience: Build a resilient food and agricultural economy with strong businesses, job growth,
food secure households, robust networks, food system planning, and food safety.
Details for this plan are found in the attached matrix, which outlines a set of food and agricultural initiatives
to support Hawaiʻi’s economic, social, cultural, and ecological vitality.
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